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Organochlorine insecticides such as DDT and HCH have been extensively used in

public health in India (Gupta 1986). However, due to their chemical nature, they

became major environmental pollutions. Several studies were conducted on

organochlorine insecticide contamination in lakes and water reservoirs from other

part of the world (Kucklick et al, 1994, Tanabe et al. 1983). However few

investigations have assessed organochlorine residues in water reservoirs in India

i.e. Mahala water reservoir (Bakre et al. 1990), Jamuna water (Agarwal et al. 1986)

Ganga water (Nayak et al. 1995; Sinha 1991) and rural ponds water (Dua et al.

1996). All these studies are confined to those area where DDT and HCH were used

for the control of vector borne diseases.

Nainital district is situated at an altitude of 1934 m (MSL) at southern extremity of

lesser Himalyan zone in Kumaun region of U.P state, India. It is located at 29.23

north latitude and 79.3 east longitude having an area of 6794 km. The terrain is

heterogenous consisting of 18% hilly forest, 47% forest, 4% bhabar and 29% terai

area with a net work of lakes, rivers, rivulets and canals. The average rain fall

ranged from 1275 mm to 3050 mm dependidng on the terrain. Five lakes namely

Bhimtal, Sattal, Khurpatal, Naukuchiatal and Nainital are situated in the hilly area

of Nainital region. Vital statistics of these lakes are given in Table-l. It may be

noted that no insecticide was used in the vicinity of lakes for vector control

programme while DDT and HCH were extinsively used in Terai and Bhabar area

for malaria control. Water from these lakes was the only source for drinking and

domestic use for people residing in these areas. Lakes water was supplied to the

community through water pipe after some treatment. Therefore the present study

was conducted to monitor the levels of HCH and DDT in the water from these five

lakes of Nainital.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

Four 500 ml water samples from each lake were collected in clean 1 litre glass
bottles by immersing them about 30 cm below the surface of water during the
months of March, July and November, 1994. All samples were brought to the
laboratory and stored in the refrigerator.

The extraction of HCH and DDT from water was carried out as reported earlier
(Agarwal et al., 1986). Water samples were filtered using Whatman filter paper
No. 1. Filter paper was washed with 50 ml distilled water to elute residual pesticide.
250 ml water was extracted three times with 50 ml n-Hexane for 10 minutes in a
separating funnel and upper n-Hexane layer was pooled and concentrated to 1 ml
using vortex evaporator. The concentrated extract was cleaned with anhydrous
sodium sulphate-alumina column eluted with in-haxane-benzene (40 : 60). The
eluant was evaporated on a vortex evaporator and kept at 4°C until analysis.

Samples were analysed for organochlorine insecticide residues on Hewlett Packard
5890 gas chromatograph fitted with Ni63 electron capture detector on fused silica
capillary TM5column PTE (length 30m, 0.25mm id) Spelco Corp. USA. Nitrogen
was used as a carrier gas @ 2ml/min. (split ratio 1 : 100). The injector, oven and
detector temperatures were set at 210, 190 and 220° C respectively. All water
samples were analysed separately and their mean value was calculated for the
determination of insecticide residue in a particular lake. Level of detection for
DDT was 0.1ng while for HCH was 0.2 ng. Below this value was termed as N.D
(not determined). The correlation between two variables were calculated by Carl
Pearson method.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The average percentage recoveries of HCH isomers, DDT and its metabolites in
water were more than 85% and recorded values were not corrected for recoveries.
Residual levels of HCH and DDT in five lakes under study are given in Table 2 and
3. HCH residues in Khurpatal in the months of March,July and November ranged
from 2.408-3.00 ug/L, 4.40-5.349 ug/L and 3.105-3.406 ug/L respectively with the
maximum mean HCH level of 4.793 ug/L in July. γ-HCH contributed 57% fol-
lowed by α-HCH 27% of the total HCH residue of July. In March and November,
β-HCH was found in maximum quantity among HCH isomers. No δ -HCH was
detected in any sample of lake Khurpatal. DDT residue was also present maximum
in July followed by November. pp DDT was major metabolite in July and November
while pp DDE was contributed about 60% in March samples. Traces of o-p DDT
was also detected in July.

Mean HCH residues in water of March, July and November samples of lake sattal
were 3.261, 4.831 and 3.222 ug/L respectively with the maximum concentration
in July, γ -HCH contributed maximum among HCH isomers in July while β -HCH
was present as major isomers in march and november. DDT contamination was
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Table 1. Vital statistics of five lakes used for water sample collection for HCH
and DDT contamination

a) m = meter ; b) NA = not available.

also found maximum in July (mean 10.840 ug/L) with pp DDT as major metabolite
while pp DDE was present about 43% in March and represented maximum among
DDT metabolites. No op DDT was detected in any sample.

The behaviour of HCH and DDT contamination in water of lakes Bhimtal and
Naukuchiatal is similar to Khurpatal and Sat tal. Maximum HCH and DDT
concentration were observed in July with γ -HCH and pp DDT as major constituents
respectively while β -HCH and pp DDE were found maximum in March. Total
HCH and DDT contamination were inorder of July > November > March. δ -HCH
and op DDT were absent in all samples of both lakes. Naukuchiatal had minimum
HCH and DDT contamination among all lakes under study.

Mean HCH contamination in water from lake Nainital in July and November, months
were similar with slightly higher value in July (3.825 ug/L). Again γ -HCH was
found maximum in July and November while β-HCH (75%) represented maximum
in March sample. Highest DDT concentration was recorded in lake Nainital with
the mean value of 31.336 ug/L in July. One water sample contained as high as
37.165 ug/L DDT contamination. γ-HCH contributed 60% in July and November
collection while pp DDE was the major metabolite found in March. The percent-
age contribution of pp DDT in March, July and November were 42,34 and 16% of
the total DDT residues present respectively.

HCH and DDT contamination of varying degree were recorded in all five lakes
under study from Dist. Nainital. Maximum concentrations of these residues were
found in July while minimum residual levels were recorded in March. Bakre et al.
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Table 2. HCH concentrations in water from five lakes of Nainital

Mean Concentration ug/l

a = Values in the parentheses denotes range. ND - not detected

(1990) have also found maximum pesticides in water from Mahala reservior with
the oneset of rains. This may be attributed to the sub soil movement of water
carrying pesticides from the catchment area into the water reservoir. The presence
of organochlorine in different lakes may be accounted due to atmospheric
transportation of pesticides by evaporation followed by cold condensation
mechanism or by misuse of these chemicals in agriculture. It is to point out that
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Table 3. DDT concentrations in water from five lakes of Nainital

Mean concentration (ug/L)

Lake Months pp DDE op DDT pp DDT pp DDD Total DDT

ND = not detected a) values in the parenthesis denotes range

HCH and DDT are not used for the control of vector borne diseases near lake areas
and their use for agriculture is also banned in India. However, in Terai and Bhabar
area of dist. Nainital these insecticides were extensively used for malaria control
programme. γ-HCH was recorded maximum in July from all lakes while it was
found at minimum levels in March samples. β -HCH was dominated among HCH
isomers in March. High level of γ -HCH may be due to continued input of this
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Table 4. HCH and DDT residues in tap water from the vicinity of five lakes

Lakes a

Residues Kuurpatal Sattal Bhimtal Naukuchiatal Nainital

a = mean of 4 samples ; Concentrations are in ug/L
ND = not detected

isomers. Similarly high value of pp DDT is an indication of recent application
while the presence of pp DDE and pp DDD resulted due to degradation process
(Bakre et al. 1990).

The contamination of HCH in July ranged from 3.121 to 8.656 ug/L. This range is
higher than the EC limit of 3 ug/L established for natural water (Council of the
European Communities 1980). Except July samples from Bhimtal lake, all other
samples do not exceeded the maximum permissible limit for γ -HCH (4 ug/L)
reported by WHO (1984). Mean DDT contamination in all lakes ranged from
6.054 to 3 1.336 ug/L which showed that all lakes water exceeded the maximum
permissible limit of DDT (1 ug/L) for drinking water (WHO 1984).Recently Nayak
et al. (1995) have found that many water samples from Ganga river exceeded the
safe limit while Bakre et al. (1990) reported that almost all samples in Mahala
water reservoir were above the maximum permissible limits for DDT and HCH.

Contamination of HCH and DDT was also recorded in tap water used as drinking
purposes by the community (Table 4). It is remarkable to note that significant
correlation was found between the residual level of tap water and corresponding
lake water of HCH (r = 0.73; p < 0.1) and DDT (r = 0.93; p < 0.001). All tap water
samples exceeded maximum permissible limit for DDT (1 ug/L).

A comparision of HCH residues in different lakes showed that HCH was found
maximum in Bhimtal and minimum in Naukuchiatal. The HCH contamination in
other three lakes viz, Sattal, Khurpatal and Nainital were approximately same. The

residual level of DDT was highest in Nainital lake followed by Khurpatal while it
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was found minimum in Naukuchiatal. Low or high contamination of pesticides in

these lakes may be due to the location of lakes and the magnitude of agriculture
fields near the particular lake command areas associated with the insecticide used.

It may be noted that Nainital and Khurpatal lakes are surrounded by small agriculture

forms in hills and illigal use of DDT is quite common in agriculture farming

thereby resulting very high DDT contamination in these lakes while Naukuchiatal

is situated in forest area therefore, DDT contamination was minimum.
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